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REMEMBER:  WE DO HOME INSPECTIONS! 
See page 4 of this issue for contact info! 
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Tips to plan and prepare for a winter storm 
It is important to plan ahead for winter and the storms that it brings. There are several things that you and your family can do to  
prepare yourself:  
 
Develop a family disaster plan specifically for winter storms.  Additional items should include warm winter clothing, waterproof 
shoes, extra blankets and clumping kitty litter or ice-melting products.  
Understand the hazards of wind chill. Wind chill is a calculation on how cold it feels when wind speed and temperature are com-
bined. This will determine how you should dress for outside activities.  
Service snow removal equipment before you need it.  
Have a battery-operated radio to keep you up to date on current watches and warnings. A tone alert NOAA weather radio is recom-
mended.  
Establish a family disaster plan and discuss with all family members how to respond to winter storm watches and warnings.  
Winterize your car. Have a mechanic check your battery, antifreeze, windshield washer fluid, wipers, ignition system, thermostat, 
lights, flashing hazard lights, exhaust system, heater, brakes, defroster and oil level. Also make sure your tires have adequate tread.  
 
Consider keeping safe emergency heating equipment. Make sure you understand the precautions and hazards for using and storing 
these additional heating sources.  
During a winter storm or blizzard it is important for you and your family to take certain steps to ensure your safety; these include:  
 
¨ Stay indoors and dress warmly.  
¨ Listen to radio or TV for updates.  
¨ Eat regularly and drink plenty of fluids.  
¨ Conserve fuel.  
If you must go outside, consider the following:  
 
¨ Wear layered clothing including hat and gloves.  
¨ Cover your mouth to protect your lungs from bitterly cold air.  
¨ Watch for signs of hypothermia and frostbite.  
¨ Keep dry.  
¨ Stretch before you go out to shovel snow.  
¨ Avoid overexertion, such as shoveling heavy snow, pushing cars or walking in deep 

snow.  
¨ Walk carefully on snowy or icy sidewalks as slips and falls can occur.  
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How to Defrost Your Windshield Overnight 
 
This is  a quick tip for those who are on the go in the mornings and don't want to spend time scraping frost, ice or snow 
off their windshield in the morning. 
Have you heard the saying, "One man's junk is another man's treasure"? Well, this is a great example of just that. The 
next time someone is emptying a good quality box that something came in and they plan to throw it away, assess the size 
of it and ask yourself, "Will that cover the driver's side of my window?  
¨ If so, take their junk and make it your treasure. Make sure the box you are using is large enough to cover the driver's 

side of the windshield. Cut the taped or sealed areas of the box with scissors or a case cutter. (If using a case cutter, 
always cut with the blade facing away from you so that you do not cut yourself.) You can choose to cut the box to 
open flat and cover the whole windshield or folding the box flat with double sides helps the box to last longer from 
the exposure to moisture. 

 
¨ Each day after arriving home or before going to bed, place the cardboard box on your windshield under the wind-

shield wiper blade. 
 
¨ When you are ready to leave in the morning or start your vehicle, remove the box and store it in your trunk or back-

seat. This works great for frost, snow or ice. 
 
How to Make Your Own Windshield Defroster 
Things You'll Need: 
Cloth  : Soft Cloth  : Any Type Vinegar  : Water :  Bowls  
¨ Mix 3 cups of vinegar and 1 cup of water in a bowl. Dip a clean cloth or rag into the solution and gently wring out. 
¨ Wipe all glass surfaces with the solution, including windshield, windows and mirrors. 
¨ Allow to dry naturally. 
¨ Reapply solution after several freezings throughout the cold months. 
 

������
�������
�	��	�������	������ ���
�����	��!��������
�������
�	��	�������	������ ���
�����	��!��������
�������
�	��	�������	������ ���
�����	��!��������
�������
�	��	�������	������ ���
�����	��!��� ���
���
����
���	"
��	��!�����	�������
����
���	"
��	��!�����	�������
����
���	"
��	��!�����	�������
����
���	"
��	��!�����	����� ���



��������	
��������
� �������

����������	�

��
����	��	�����������	���������������� �
�����������	�	��������
������������	����������
�����������������������������������������	����	������� ����
��������������	������������	����

������	��
�� �  

����������	�
�������
��
�
����������	
�������	
�����
�����
������������������ 
�����
������������
������������������
�
��������	
����
�����
�������	���
�������������
��������
�������
�������������������
����������������
�������������
 ��
����������	����
�
¨ !���������
������	����
�
��
	
���	������������	
��� 
��
���
����������	����!�������
������������������� ���"


����������������	������	����
���
������
��
������� �������
�������������
�����
�
¨  �
����������	�����������
��
���
�����#	
�����
���� ��������
��������
�$�
����������	����������������$� ���������

��������������������������������
�������
���
������ �����������	���
�
¨ ������
���
���
��������
��������	������������������ �
�������������	
�
������
��
�������������	�������� �����

�	�$����
��
���
�������
����$�
����
���
����������� ��
������������	��
�����
�
¨ %�	���������� �����������������&����������	
�#���&� ������	������
���
��������	�
���'	�
�������
���
��� ���	�

��������
���������	��������������
��������"�����
�� ��	�����(�#���
��
��	
������������
�
��������������

Answers elsewhere  
in this issue 
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Ann Marie Flynn   
Direct: (719) 536-4312 
Office: (719) 536-4444 
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